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This is our second Report using Digital Precision's DESKTOP 
PUBLISHER (OF) only this time we are actually uriting the Report 
from within DP with the help of SPELLBOIND. The tuo so for sean to 
uork fine together. As ue have said before, ue dislike the fact 
that DP vill not word-urep but that is the only thing that makes 
the program slichtly frustrating to use. SPELLBOUHD ensures that 
ve are nat making any spelling mistakes and ve do Nike the look 
that OP gives to the Report. 


fis you may have noticed in last month's Report, ve made a fair 
amount of errors, The first page, for example, was too “short” ond 
in a feu instences, uhen we imported text, ue had on exira line in 
a fey parearaphs which did not, ve adsit, look very professional, 
Ye have also noticed that uhen using SPELLBOUND, every time we use 
hat uord, it types if tuice which 1s strange. When you save the 
page, the window showing the mode SPELLBGIMD is in and the ord 
“checking” is also saved. As long ae you enter more text later, 
this will disappear. Or, you can usually have it low enough on the 
page «=o to “white = it out” os sdast resort. 


Sa, here ue are utth real desktop publishing on the OL! And able 
to be used in conjunction with a spelling checker/corrector at the 
seme time, fine of the stronger selling points about the &L hes al- 
vas heen its excellence in the field of word-processing. This 

duld now be enhanced with the desktop programs now becoming 


“quai lable, 
OTHER 


In the neus department, ve keep hearing rumours that Aestrod “say” 
went to do somathing with the OL but officially they say “no de- 
cision has been made.” 


Ye ore hearing from a lot of third porty people that Futura is 
strictly vaporuare and will never be released. Sandy insists the 
fochine «oo wtll =obe cut by Stthe = ond Ss offs summer, 


(le know of a certain dealer vho is advertising the @L in such “non 
Sinclair” publications as DR. DOBBS JOURNAL with a suogested 
retail of $289! Nice if you con gat it. All other dealers ond even 
the distributor are selling the machine richt around the $199.95 
suggested retail that has been the current price for over o year. 


The price of GL TRLEER has been reduced to $39.95 plus a little 
for shipping. At this price, it is a very good buy. The sound on 
the TALKER is excellent ond it is very easy to incorporate speech 
into your oun Progra. 


CD OT Gee eure 


figital Precision has a sheet with the above-mentioned name thal 
‘ls most knoun bugs and ubal the "fix" is for each, if any. We 

Natl List some of them in this Report ond finish the list either 
next month or the month after. We hope it proves beneficial, 
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We will list in this issue a description of the bugs that 00 NOT 
have a fix. In other vords, proceed under penaliy of loss of pro- 
gram, data, etc. 


CISRSROOOD 


HHEN ax an immediate commend can crash BASIC. DON'T BO IT! 


Deleting a HIEW statement can crash BASIC. bow'T 60 IT! 
RHEN interacts hodig with RENUH. BON'T BO IT! 
HEH does not clear BHEN ERROR bow T BO IT! 


MRiMning 9 file of direct commands 
courses varieus problens. DON'T BO IT! 


“BRD LIME’ IN file of direct commands cen crash 
the machine. DON'T LET IT HAPPEN! 


Trying te ys"p out of a procedure with 
an END REP con cause preblens - pOe'T 80 IT! 


Floating point orrags ore linited te 
64k elenents . OWT BO IT! 


Host of these bugs are in the JN,JS, JU, and NG ROMS. The last 
one mentioned is only in the JN. 


len ue received a recent order from Digital Precision, Freddy 
Vecha had scritbted on the bottom of the invoice, “Friendly tip— 
Fidersoft in trouble.” Eidersoft uas one of the first companies to 
support the @L ond hes produced some excellent QL softuare ond 
horduore- 1.C.E.. Gspell, Karate, ICICLE, their House System, and 
vere listed as the U.K. distributor for CST's THOR. They had con- 
centrated mere in the past year on Ateri ST softuare ond hardware. 
Their ST version of Karate, which was based on the @L version, did 
very ouell both here ond in Englend ord Europe. 


finother source informed us that os of Friday, July 17th, they had 
folded. We have telexed Ken Brouning, the director. Ye know that 
Eidersoft hus recently released some excellent utility proorans 
for the ST, among them a sprite designer and a sound designer. 


The latest rumour ve have heard is that PCL is offering Eidersoft 
creditors 48 pence on the pound and vill control all Eidersoft 
concerns, We have not been oble to ascertain whether or not this 
means thare vill stilt be Eidersoft product for the QL available 
or not. 


ROA BRD DEONDOA ‘ 


RLE stands for Run-time encoded graphics and ue first did an arti- 
cle on it in on issue of GR last year. Ue printed « Listing by 
Letfeldt wiich enabled you to dowload sictures from Cospur 
serve (they hove a unole section for screen pictures of all types) 
onto your sonitor. With one of manu of the screen dump programs av. 
gileble you could then get o herdcopy via your printer, 


DESKTOP has o “load picture” feature vhich ve will attempt to des- 
cribe to you nou. Chuck Platt, one of our reviewers, sent us some 
PLE pictures from Compuserve, Froa uithin DESKTOP, choose the 
“load picture “ option and then choose the option for “full screen 
“as opposed to the one which asks for on FYEG screen. Once the 
screen is loaded, you con “cut” any portion of it usu desire, or 
turn it upside doun, mirror it; etc. Below is on PLE picture uhich 
gost of uou should recoanize, 


fince I get the picture of Uncle Clive on screen I can then clip it 
to vhatever size I want. When I om done, I press the escape key 
ond the sicture is cul inte memory. After that, uhenever J uont { 
use the picture, | simply press the CONTROL, SHIFT ond “K" keus 

ies a after positioning the cursor 
at the desired position and 
the picture is cut in as you 
see here. By properly positioning 
vindows for text, you can create the 
illusionfalmest) of the text "urap- 
ping around” the picture, ALL in all 
with the ability to pull in arephics 
fron RLE pictures, DESKTOP con 
create qo very professional looking 
reusletter, catalog or uhotever. Ue 
fave been using the prooras for less 
thon a month but already feel very 
comfortable uith it. 


Filibrory of pictures. Browse 


4) Remeaber Compuserve has a huge 
# throuch it sometige, 


: : 4 
kkk DILLY. KEYBOARD == ‘ 
Since on interest had been expressed in a iouer priced 


replacement keyboard for the GL, I determined to atteapt 
to build one. The folloving will relate my experience. 


Having acquired a O<F chout a yeor ond a half ago, | 
set about becoming familiar vith Super Basic. faving 
acomplished this Gore or less}, I recentiy purchased o 
Sondu Sper @ Boord with all the auadies that oo uith it. 
I foe had everything quailable but @ mouse ad a good 
keuboord, The mouse con be retrofitted ioter, ond nay 
uell be af some tise, 


The feel of the @& keubourd was not creat, but 
folerable, The thing that unt intolerable uss the strange 
clacesent of the cursor keus. It glso ussld hove been 
nice to hove control ond ali keye on either cide of the 
keyboard to use vith either hand. The tine fad cose to 
correct the probiem if oossible, A took at vhat wos 
qaileble commercially shed that either the replacement 
vevdoord 4 murh better thon the original, or 
price Wis hich, of both, : 
one for g 


best 


the 


Wile browsing through oo computer surplus siore in 
Santas fing «Ca. og onice §=keaboord with mechanical key 
suitches vos obtained for £5.80. The keyboard had a 
mumeric pad, a cursor pad and function keys. Some of fhe 
keytops were sissmg, but sulicble keylops were used fros 
a Coleco doe keyboard dich is a@ membrane iype like the 
one oon the @& ond is useless for anything else. 


Be particulerly coreful uhen selecting « keuloord ond 
be sure io get one uith mechanical key switches, and rot 
one with copacitive or hole effect switches. While the 
others ore veru durable, they uon't work. The sechanical 
key suitches will hove tuo fermingis on each suitch ond 
will show continuity vith on ohm meter when the loter is 
connected across a depressed key cuiich. The other types 
vill fove three or more terminals, fucid thes. The size 
of the keyboord is not itmportent, as it will be sounted 
remotely from the computer. You misht be able to sount 
the @& in the keyboord cose, bul if will require 
considerable vork on your part. Jameco Electronice nas 
come keyboords in their current catalog vhich should be 
suitable. Look for the words “mechanical key switches” in 
the description, and avoid the Adam or the iate 1199 
keuboords (the lost is a little tip based on ay oun 
pertonal experience). 


Having obtained a suitable keyboord vou vill ime to 
beg, build, buy or steal a suitable cose for the 
keuboord. I wis given tuo LBM terainals ith 
keyboards, The terminals yielded one geod 15° bleck ond 
vhite monitor vith a high persistence tube Go flickers), 
tuo good Rotron fans, a couple of power supplies that 
could run oo small city or anchor a large cabin cruiser, 
and tun remote keyboards. 


The keuhoards were Hole effect ond unuseoble ‘sigh; 


they sure have a onice touch), tut the keyboard cose uas\ 


suitohle for iretalling the surplus keuboord. In adition 
the keybowrd case fad a@ 23 wire shielded cable with « 
[25 25 pin computer connector, That cable wos used a: a 
conmector to the cogouter. The keubeard matrix diggram in 
the OL repair morugl uss used io vire up the rev 
keuboord, In doing so, tum errors vere discoveredin thal 
diggres. Key “1° should be in rou 4 column 4 not in rou 4 
colue 2 oo¢ stem in the diggra. Key “3° should be in 
roe 4 coluen 2 ond not row 4 column 4, Key “0” should be 
in prov 3 column &, and key “3° should be in row 3 column 
5, The diogram shoves the reverse of this. 


The orumeric pad keus ore connected in parailel vith 
their counterparts in the upper rou of keys. The 
backcoace kay is aisa connected in paraliel vith the left 
cursor key. The keys on either side of the space iar uere 
connected in poraliel as control keys, In addition 
paraliet alt keys are connected on either side of the 
keyboard, 

Tre function keys on this keyboard cre aiove tle top 
rot of regular keys, using the lorae function keutops for 
the fidem keyboard. You con put them vherever you wish, as 
jong gp they are wired correctly. Gh mu keutoord the 
function keys were already above ihe main keyboerd. There 
is considerable flesability in how you orrance the cursor 
keys ond special keys, You could, in fact wire the 
keuboord tn ¢ Gyorak arrears 


Thee 


later octuntes the left cursor key vith another relay, 
The sequence is very importont, as if the cursor key is 
actuated before the control key, the delete character 
— will not be senerated. 

“Te de this a double pole dip relay Guailable from 
Radio Shock) wis used to actuate the control key and the 
second set of contacts on the relay actuate a single pole 
dip ralay (Alco ovailable from Padio Shacki  uhich 
actuates the left cursor key, Since the second relay can 
mot pull in until the first one dees, there is enough 
delwy to assure the correct sequence. The same thing 
could prebably be done with Quod Analog Suitch Intesrated 
circuits, but this crude method works very uell. Four AA 
pencells in a holder are used to power the reloys, but you 
could probably steal pover from the computer if uo uish, 
The pencells should lest a long time in normal use, as 
they are only used while the DELETE key is actually 


depressed, 


This some arrangement can be expanded to include a 
Richt delate key using the right arrow. Tf ou really 
want to ao uild you could hove a total of THENTY function 
keys bu using CONTROL FUNCTICH, SHIFT FUNCTICH, and 
CONTROL SHIFT FUKCTION in the some uy. It might be nice 
to fave Ten function keys, IT may try that sometime just 
for the fun of it. Al corrected keyboard matrix diagram 
is provided, gs uell as a diaoren of the delete kev 
herdvere and a keyboard socket diagran on the main board. 


T con provide some information on the Quad Analog 
suitches, but you are on your aun if uo decide to use 
them. J] tried them on the TSIGRR keubourd, ond they did 
not work for me. 


he keyboard is oconmmmected to the computer in the 
folloutng manner. Using the @L service manual as a guide; 
remove the top cover, the micro drives and the main 
boord, Solder the leads of a 25 wire ribbon cable fo the 
pins of the keybosd sockeis on the bottom side of the 
main board. The first nire wires on the left side of the 
cable oa to the nine pin sockelQWiD, vith pin #1 being 
the leftmost pin <the one closest to the expansion 
_ connector), The next if pins go to the {1 pin keyboard 

socket(liZ), vith pin #1 aoqin on the left. The other end 
ef the ribbon cable is attached to a 0825 socket, ond the 


Sr ed ee mo se) 


alin in 


= SECHHECT OB25 SSCRET TO BOTTON-OF BORED-A 


\ aire exits a slot in the front of the case. A metal L 


bracket is super glued to the bottom of the case, and it 
supports the DE25 socket, as there ic no room to mount 
the socket in the case, Wire the cable to the keyboard to 


¥ 


match the computer. 


ff. the TSZ268 computer, ribbon cable vas used to 
connect the keyboard to the computer, ond there uere no 
problems. You could probably do the the same on the @ if 
you wish. did mot do this os a shielded coble uss 
qailable vith the correct plug already installed. 


Future plone for hordvare include on I. 8. fi. style 
min cose so the computer, the disc drives, the cooling 
fon ond the power supply con be installed in the some 
box, as my comuter is spreading out rapidly. 


When the computer is installed in the P. €. case the 
fop cover will be discarded, as fhe computer runs very 
much cooler uithut it, ond heat problems ono longer 
exist, The incident of parts failure should be such lower 
that uoy as uell, That little box gets too hot in normal 
yee (Sir Uncle Clive quays hod o problem vith heating, I 
hope ohis nev machine has ‘that problen solved. 


Sincarelys 

James J. Cook 

186 E. Euan Heures Huy. Sp. #6 
El entra, Ca, 92243 


DESKDOE) HELE 


We ore very much indebted to ioe Morris for his staple 
but overlooked advice on making it easier to import QUILL 
documents into DESKTOP PUBLISHER, ALL you have to do is to 
run your" instali_bas” program from QUILL and set up 4 
printer driver that only hos oa carrioge returns not a 
cerriage raturn ond a linefeed uhich is ubat the default is. 
When you do this; ond then enter QUILL, type your document 
ad save it as a “lis” file, it will import into DESKTOP 
without any extraneous codes, etc. We thork Joe for 
bringing this to our attention. 


So, uhot ve do mu is to set uw in QUILL a 
“desktop” docuwent uhich is our master. In this ve set our 
page size to 2, our right sarqin to 68,left to 8 and indent 
to 8 without ony footers or headers and with zero for the 
upper and lower margins. Me con now prepara the copy from 
within GUILL which meons ve hove the ability to vord-wrop. 
SPELLEQUHD vorks fine, plus ue have all the commands such 
as “copy,""erase,” etc. that DESKTOP does not offer. We now 
feel this is probablu one of the best desktop publishing 
systems oround when you consider it is only slightly over 
$900 ond that includes the vord-precessing program, desktop 
proorom and the computer! Nov, if they could make it 
loser printer compatible, it would be really unbelievable, 


Fitosoft has some new titles out ve want to draw your 
attention to. A tot of you have heard of 41ATTER ond 
LOCKSHITHE, LOCKSHITHE will atiow you to make on identical 
copy of practically any microdrive original cartridge. You 
would, in a lot of cases, still need to first eoke a backup 
and have an original in drive tuo, but at least this vay you 
con make on archival copy and keep your original safe. 
HATTER will allow you to make a disk version of protected 
picrodrive softuere. 


Ye vont to stress thot the use of LOCKSHITHE is to help 
end-users uho have bought softvere protect their originals, 
It is not for blatant copying. 


SHRIVEL if oa shrink progam for uar @. The 
“gutoshrink” file is oa basic program compiled with 
Gliberator ond wlll alloy you fo install q@ RESET BOOT on any 
basic file, You will be asked the name of the file ond the 
limit size of the weching. The ligit size is the size that 
the aute shrink part of the meu file vill shrink to if the 
pochine's valid rom size is orester. In other vords, if uu 
select 192k ond your machine hos been expanded up te 649k, 
then uhen you boot the file, the auto shrink oppendese vill 
check if the ram size is over the 192k and if it is, then 
the machine vill report the immenent racat and then do it, 


fri any further boot of the some file; the cute shrink bit 
will again check rom size but it vill now only see a 192k 


sochine and the rest of the program will cerry on from uhere 
it should, 


fis well os doing the ahove, all files that ore 
doctored using auto shrink will quts run. That geans that 
even uhen lowed using the "LOGI" simerhasic command, if 


will run os if yuo hed “LiNred” the file. 


Host shrink prosrome ill only aliog you to shrink to a 
certain size and in doing so,they can both lisit you 
urrecessorily ond will not uork in some ingtences. Sone 
softugre vill actually be short of memory if you have shrunk 
to ik ond foe on interface that sunlious semory, 


SHEUINIER is gg HORE 4 HOM) screen dump proorog, Ubon 
booting, you may either edit the printer settings baud paper 
size, sic.) or go straight into the “Load‘Save” menu for 
sereeng, After lowing @ screen, you are put into EDIT ande. 


From this mode, you hove the ability ic aller the screen 
weing either single keustroke or uou may enter other modes 
thot alter the screen's contents. At anutige during ELIT 
Bode, you con press Fl and o brief description of the 


2 


mulieble comands vill be disploued. You emu, for exemple, 
scroll ond pan the screen by <ingle gixels. ou con make g 
girror image of the screen with even the text appecrine 
“hack oto front.” There ig oaiso oo recolas ootion, 


TOQLCHEST «by Zitesoft vill alloy the user ts “doctor” 
bad wicrodrive files, somatat along the lines of Talent's 
CARTRIDGE TOETOR. All of Zitsoft's programs ore seont to be 
booted from mdv2_. We uill keen uu posted on more rev 


softure from this fine commeny as it becomes ounilable, 


Aaa MG 


ie are going to close this month's iseue with some more 


PLE pictures, = Until next so gonth, «oo enigp oar, 


Mr, 


Scott 
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Pictures downloaded 
from ComPuserve 


by Chuck Platt. 


" 


e6 of a Sinclair GL printer(a Seikesha). i 


me 


